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Dax Fad 


Au E Intimacy which has for be 
time ſubſiſted between us gives me 
| a Right, I preſume, to the Liberty 
of Anthg the following Lines; in which if I 
ſeem to uſe any uncommon Freedom, I hope 
the Importance of the Occafion, and the Ne- 


ceflity of your being admoniſhed, will effectually 
plead my Excuſe, and obtain your Pardon. 


I apprehend, from what I have learnt from 
your refined Notions and Maxims of true Friend- 
- ſhip, that it is the eſſential Part thereof, for 
Friends to have as anxious and ſolicitous a Con- 
cern for each other's Intereſt and Welfare, as for 
their own: And that a wilful Neglect in either 
Party to embrace any Opportunity that might 
offer of ſecuring or promoting them, may juſtly be 


— 42 deemed 


( 4.) 
deemed a Breach of Friendſhip. Hence am per- 
ſuaded I ſhould no longer deſerve the Name 
of Friend, if J either ſaw an Enemy aiming at 
your precious Life, and did not inform you of 
it, that you might be upon your guard; or diſ- 
covered any Imprudence or Miſconduct you was 
guilty of in managing your Affairs in Life, which 
tended greatly to your Diſadvantage, and if con- 
tinned, was likely to end in your Ruin, and did 
not acquaint you therewith, and give you my 
friendly Advice thereon, that, your Conduct 
being altered, an Alteration in your Affairs might 
alſo take place, and thoſe (otherwiſe neceſſary) 
Conſequences be prevented. If ſeeing you in 
ſuch Circumſtances I with- held my Advice, and 
remained ſilent, (although your candid, generous 
Diſpoſition might induce you to forgive me) every 
one that knew it would condemn me for it, and 
pronounce me, if not intentionally, yet, in effect, 
your Enemy, and in ſome Reſpect acceſſary to 
any Trouble or Diſtreſs that ſhould enſue. 
Nov if it be acting an Enemy's Part, to with- 
hold Advice when we ſee a Friend acting wrong 
in temporal Affairs, and if ſuch Conduct deſerves 
univerſal Cenſure, how much more inexcuſable 
| muſt the like Conduct be in Affairs of an eter- 
nal Nature ; whereby the loſs—not of Money, | 
| Goods, or an Eſtate is likely to enſue—but 
| the Loſs, and eternal Ruin of an immortal Sdul ? 
| Now be not ſurpriſed, Sir, if I take upon me 
1 to act the true Friend, and tell you plainly that 


in Circumſtances of the latter Kind I apprehend 
| Ig you 
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you now to be. It is but too, too evident to all 
around. you, that you are extremely negligent 
of the Welfare, and that your preſent Conduct 
greatly endangers. the Loſs of your precious 
Soul. And ſurely: not to admoniſh you thereof 
would be very unfriendly, if not highly criminal 
in me. Suffer me, therefore, J intreat you, as 
one who has your Intereſt and Welfare much at 
Heart, and as your preſent Circumſtances call 
aloud on me for this Act of Friendſhip ; ſuffer 
me, without Offence, to expoſtulate with you, 
and to endeavour to convince you of the FoLLy, 
the IncRATITUDE, PRESUMPTION, and DAx- 
GER of your preſent Conduct, and to perſuade 
you, in the Spirit of Love and of Meekneſs, to 
return to that God from whom * are wan- 
dering very faſt, 

How are you fallen my i; Brother, 
from that ſhining Profeſſion of Faith, and Love 
of the Goſpel which you once manifeſted ! How 
ſtrangely ſtarted aſide and gone back !—Whi- 
ther, O whither will you run —Liſten to the 
friendly Voice that cries after you! Stop, ſtop, 
my Brother—Stop, I beſeech you, and conſi- 
der a Moment, whither thoſe Paths lead in which 
you are now walking. Know you not they 
lead down to Death ?—Perceive you not you are 
running with the Multitude 'in the broad Way 
to Deſtruction ? And that, if you continue there- 
in, your End will be inevitably like theirs. 

O how different was your Conduct once 


When I reflect how often we have taken ſweet 
A 3 Counſet 
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Counſel Erber . the 0 ah of God, till 
our Hearts have burnt within us, 2 have walk- 
ed to the Houſe of God as dear Friends ; when 
I call to mind the many warm Expreflions of 
Love and Gratitude to the dear Redeemer, that 
I have heard flow from your Lips ; and the 
Zeal you once ſhewed to bring others acquaint- 
ed with this precious Redeemer and Friend of 
Sinners, to make his Name ſavoury, and to be 
highly eſteemed by all; when theſe Reflections 
occupy my Mind, (as they often do) you can- 
not conceive what inexpreſfible Grief it ogca- 
ſions. Indeed, Sir, it makes my Heart bleed to 
ſee how you have turned your Back upon our 
adorable Redeemer, and that you ſeem to neglet?, 
if not deſpiſe his great Salvation; and thaf the 
Things, the 'periſhing Things of this World 
engroſs all your Thoughts and Care, Time 
was you ſeemed to run well, and to bid fair 
for the Kingdom of Heaven ; but now your 
Courſe is altered; and in your Practice you are 
bighly diſhonouring God, ſtumbling other Pro- 
ſeſſors, and accelerating, as much as in you lies, 
the Ruin of your own Soul. Converſe now 
about the Things of God ſeems taſteleſs to you ; ; 
the Name of Chriſt unſavoury; and you often 
diſcover ſuch a Spirit for the triffling vain Amuſe- 
ments and Diverſions of the Age, as plainly indi- 
cates that the World (not God) at preſent occu- 
pies your Heart. And although you have not to- 
. een all Mee and Means of Grace, 
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yet yeu ſhew ſuch Remiſsneſs and Reluctance 
in your Attendance on them, and ſuch Irregu- 
larity in your Conduct in general; that reflect- 
ing on what a Change has taken place, I might 
(with great Propriety) addreſs you, and fay,— 
How art thou fallen, O thou ſhining Prafeſſor ! 
Does a Spirit of Reſentment begin to riſe in 
my Friend, and is he teady to condema me fot 
ſuch ſevere, . uncharitable Accuſations ?—If T 
uſe the. Probe fo as to make you feel, it is only 
in order to your healing. Love guides my Hand, 
and if I make you ſmart, believe me, I partake 
of the Pain, But I know you are too ingenu- 
ous, on cool Reflection, to deny the Charge, 
how ſevere ſoever it may ſeem to come from a 
Friend. Thereſore let me intreat you to uſe 
the Candour you poſſeſs, and repreſs any Ri- 
ſings of Reſentment you may feel at the reading 
Conſider, dear Sir, I beſeech you the ForLy 
of your preſent Conduct. What could blink 
your Underſtanding, and bias your Judgment ſo 
much, as to induce you to make ſuch an unwiſe 
Choice? What could prompt you to forſake the 
Fountain of living Waters, and to ſeek Hap- 
pineſs in the broken Ciſterns of the Things of 
this World? After you had made Trial of 
the Inſufficiency thereof, and in ſome Meaſure 
experienced (at leaſt was perſuaded to believe, 
and by your Profeſſion to declare) that all true 
Happineſs, both preſent and future, was to be 
found in Jeſus Chriſt alone. What has he done 

ES: to 
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to you that you ſhould uſe him ſo el ? 
Do you diſcover any ſuch Beauty or Excellency 
in any of the Creatures, that they are worthy 
to be put in Competition with, or to be pre- 
ferred before him, the almighty Creator, and 
gracious Saviour? Have you not often expe- 
rienced the Vanity and Emptineſs, the Uncer- 
tainty and Unſatisfactorineſs of all created 
Things? What is there to be found beneath 
the Sun, but has a Voice that cries in Wiſ- 
dom's Ear? Happineſs is not in us, O 
ye fond Purſuers ! we are all empty Ciſterns 
„ of ourſelves : Whatever Beauty, Good, or 
«© Excellency-we poſſeſs, it is all tranſmitted to 
us from that inexhauſtible Fountain of Per- 
cc fection, of Goodneſs, and Life, from whence 
«« we derived our Exiſtence, and by the Word 
«© of whoſe Power we ſtill ſubſiſt. Yea, we 
« are all periſhing and vaniſhing Things, we 

% appear but for a Moment, og to 

cc be. 

And can any of thoſe Things you are fo 
fondly purſuing, the Riches, the Honours, / or 
Pleaſures of the World, afford you that Happi- 
neſs which you want? Can either or all of 
theſe bring Peace, procure Joy, or obtain Salva- 
tion 'for your Soul ? Can theſe deliver from the 
Wrath to come, and put you in Poſſeſſion of 
compleat Happineſs and Glory hereafter? Or 
has God no ſuperior Bleſſings to beſtow, and 
which are more worthy a Candidate for Eter- 
nity to. be * What are the Riches: of 
©} this 
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\ this World, compared with the Riches of the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; the unſearchable Riches of 
his Wiſdom, his Grace and Love, as revealed in 
his Word, and communicated by his Spirit; 
and that incorruptible Inheritance, reſerved in 
Heaven for all his true Followers? — What are 
the higheſt Honours Men can arrive to here, 
to the Honour that cometh from God; of being 
adopted into his Family, and called Sons of the 
Lord: Almighty ; and of being made Heirs of 
God, and joint-heirs with Jeſus Chris? Of 
whom they ſhall receive a Crown of everlaſtin 

Glory, and reign with him to all Eternity, — 
And as for the Pleaſures of the World, the 
muddy Delights of Senſe, or the more faſhion- 
able Entertainments of the Age, are they not 
lighter than Vanity itſelf, when put in the Ba- 
| lance with the refined, ſpiritual, ſubſtantial Joys 
and Delights, which a Believer experiences in 
the Ways of God here? And theſe Ways will 
lead him to thoſe Pleaſures, and that fulneſs of 
Foy . which are at God's Right- Hand for ever 
more : while the Delights. and Joys the Senſua- 
lift hunts after, are ſhort, momentary, and un- 
ſatisfactory ; leaving a Damp or a Sting behind 
the higheſt Enjoyments of them, and which 
Death will ſoon deprive him of. -O bluſh, 
my Friend, bluſh, for the Folly and Want 
of Underſtanding. which you 'betray in ſuch a 
Choice ! 'The Things of a Day preferred to 
the Things of Eternity !—- Where is that Wiſ⸗ 
dom, that Sagacity and Penetration which you 
2D TIHIKIE. « 0. | a 5 N uſed 
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uſed. to diſcoyer, when engaged in tr 
the Affairs of Life? O thou World! thou flat- 
tering, deluding Sorcereſs ! How haſt thou in- 
fatuated, deceived, and robbed me of my Friend ! 
How haſt thou ſeduced him from his true Hap- 
| pineſs, his God, his All, to thine Embraces !— 
Arid think you, my Friend, you ſhall ever ob- 
tain what you are ſo eagerly ſeeking? Ang are you 
reſolved to continue the Purſuit, notwithſtandin 
your Plans have been ſo often defeated, and your- 
ſelf ſo often deceived and diſappointed, as you muft 
have been? Or think you to have the World 
and God * They are incompatible. 
Remember, I pray you what the Scripture 
faith in this Caſe,——The Friendſhip of the 
World is Enmity with God; and if any Man 
love it, the Love of the Father is not in him.— 
Therefore you cannot have them both: To en- 
joy the one you muſt let go the other. And 
will you let go the Pearl of great Price? Will 
you barter your precious Soul for the Trifles of 
a Moment? Are not ten thouſand Worlds, 
purchaſed at ſuch a Rate, bought too dear ? 
And can you flatter yourſelf all will be well 
with you at laſt, though you go on in your pre- 
ſent Courſe? Believe me, you are like one 
ſporting blindfolded upen the Brink of a tre- 
mendous Precipice ; one Slip, and you may 
fall into everlaſting Deſtruction. Perhaps (Con- 
ſcience being lulled aſleep) you are ſatisfying 
yourſelf with the Thoughts, © that you do not 
ce wallow in Sin and Senſuality as others do,” 
er as you did yourſelf heretofore, Neither do 
many 


. 

many who never made any Profeſſion of Reli- 
gion as you have done. But you dare not, Con- 
ſcience, I know, forbids you to ſay, that the 
Life you at preſent live in the Fleſh, is by the 
Faith of the Son of God, and that all you do is 
to his Glory, 

Conſider alſo the InGRAT1ITUDE of the Part 
you are acting, my dear Friend. To whom are 
you indebted for that Profuſion of Bleſſings with 
which you are ſurrounded ? Did not that God, 
you have ſo ſhamefully forgotten and turned 
your Back upon, create you at firſt, ſuſtain 
and provide for you when you knew not how 
to aſk his Help; and by the kind and gentle 
Hand of his Providence, lead you ſafely through 
all the Dangers, Evils, and Deaths, you have 
been hourly expoſed to? Has he not preſerved 
and brought you to this Hour ; beſtowed freely 
upon you all the Bleſſings you have enjoyed; 
and do you not receive from him at preſent, Life, 
and Breath, and all Things? And do not his Good- 
neſs and Liberality towards you challenge a differ - 
ent Return, at your Hands from what you make 
him ? Think how highly favoured by him we are 
in reſpect of national Bleflings, in which, as an In- 
dividual, you are equally concerned with others. 
Peace and Plenty are within our Borders, and 
and ſmile auſpiciouſly upon our happy Land. 
The Sword of War, although it was a long 
Time drawn, yet it was not permitted to work 
its Devaſtation amongſt us: But Salvation was 

appointed for Walls and for Bulwarks around us. 

„ Our 
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Our gracious Sovereign, by God's good Provi- 
dence appointed to reign over us, acts as bis 
Vicegerent here below; and is the happy In- 
ſtrument in his Hands of ſecuring to us our 
Rights and Liberties, both national and per- 
ſonal. No Violence, Oppreſſion, or Perſecu- 
tion, is ſuffered to lift up its deſtructive Head 
_ amongſt us, or diſturb our Peace: But we can 
lie down and riſe up ſecure and undiſturbed by 
Fear; each can fit under his own Vine and Fig- 
tree, and quietly enjoy the Bleſſings he pours 
fo plentifully down upon us ; while other neigh- 
bouring Countries have ſeverely felt the horrid 
Calamities of a bloody War. But what crowns. 
all theſe temporal Bleſſings and gilds them with 
a reſplendent Luftre, is the Light, the bleſſed, 
glorious Light of the Goſpel of our Salvation, 
- which ſhines around us in all its meridian Splen- 
dor at this Day. Yes, the glad Tidings are 
publiſhed in our Land, and the Voice of the Turtle 
is heard therein /—How many Prophets, Kings, 
and righteous Men, have deſired to ſee and hear 
thoſe Things which we both ſee and hear, and have 
not been indulged their picus Requeſt With 
what divine Energy i is the Word preached, and 
to how many 7s the Arm of the Lord revealed! 
What Plenty of the Means of Grace do we en- 
! Are not we, my Friend, of the Number 
of thofe who have been favoured with extraor- 
dinary and peculiar Privileges of this Kind? 
Now, to whom much is given, of them much 
will be required. And will you, in return for 
| theſe 
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_ theſe Favours, perſiſt to fly from (or rather 


fly in the Face of) him who thus loadeth you 


with Benefits, and who till follows you with 
the Bleſſings of the everlaſting Covenant, offer- 
ing to beſtow them upon you ? Shall the Fa- 
ther, in. tender Pity and Compaſſion towards 
loſt Mankind, ſend his Son into the World to 
die in vain as to you? Shall Jeſus Chriſt lay aſide 
his Glory, and leave his Father's Boſom, to viſit 
our Earth and to tabernacle amongſt Mankind, 
take upon him the Form of a Servant, endure great 
Contradiftion of Sinners againſt himſelf ; and at 
laſt ſubmit to the Death, even the accurſed igno- 
minious Death of the Croſs ; and you diſregard ' 
and flight that ſtupendous Love which led him 
to do it? And ſhall the Holy Spirit ſtrive 
with you, knock at the Door of your Heart, 
call and invite you, . and you not only refuſe to 
hear his gracious Pleadings and Invitations ; but 
ftrive to quench him ? Is this a proper Return 
for ſuch Favour and Grace, Condeſcenſion and 
Love? O !' my Friend, how would you be 
aſhamed of fach Ingratitude towards me or 

other Friend, who had done you the leaſt kind 
Office, or conferred. the ſmalleſt Favour on 
you? I know your Delicacy in theſe Points 


too well to ſuppoſe you could be guilty of the 


like Behaviour. And ſhall my Friend be tena- 
cious of his Honour, in obſerving every Punc- 
tilio of a refined Friendſhip, and of ſhewing 
every Inſtance, of Gratitude in his Power to- 
wards his Fellow-Creatures ; and can he be ſo 
baſely 
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(4) | 
baſely ungrateful, as to be regardleſs of what 


Favours he receives from, and -unconcerned _ 
ut what Return he makes to his Almighty | 


Friend and Benefactor, whoſe Bounty and Li- 
berality he experiences every Moment? Shall his 


Conduct ſpeak aloud in the Face of the Sun, and 
in the Language of Hell. Depart from me, 0 


4 God, I defire not the Knowledge of thee, or thy 


« Mays. Thy Bleſſings I will receive, but 
< uſe them to thy Diſhonour ; by making them 


ec inſtrumental to Sin, and lub erden to my 
c Rebellion againſt thee. As for thy great 


4 great Salvation, O Chriſt, which coſt thee 
c moſt cruel and bitter Agonies, yea, thy 
ce Heart's Blood, I deſpiſe it; the Offers of 
« thy Mercy I reject, and trample thy ſacred 


% Blood under my Feet; thy Heaven, thy Glory, 


c and eternal Happineſs, Lam not at all ſolici- 
& tous to procure, and care not whether I ever 


% enjoy them. I am fully ſatisfied and con- 


& tented with having this World; for I enj 

«© ſweeter Comforts, and more ſubſtantial Hap- 
« pineſs in the Ways of din and Vanity, and in ſen- 
© ſual Gratifications, than thou haſt to beſtow be- 
& ſides. Neither fear I thy Terrots, thy Threaten- 
e ings and Judgments, denounced againſt Sin- 
ners. The World I am reſolyed to have, 
e (if Conſcience will but let me enjoy it quietly) 
c“ though Hell be my Portion hereafter,” —— 

Doſt thou not ſtart ! Does not thy Soul ſhud- 


der and recoil, my Friend, at Language ſuch 
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as this! And yet this, this is the plain, the 
genuine Language of your preſent Conduct. 
Vou would fear, perhaps, and tremble to utter 
this in Words; but, believe me, no other Con- 
ſtruction can be put upon your general Practice. 
Nor is the PRESU ur TION of your preſent 
Conduct leſs.— Vou well know you have con- 
feſſed, and, by the Profeſſion you have made, you 
have openly declared ſuch Behaviour to be ex- 
ceeding wrong and ſinful; and yet you perſiſt 
in it. Are you not defying the Almighty s Ven- 
geance, and running upon the thick Boſſes of his 
Buckler ? Does not your Conſcience (when you 
ſuffer it to ſpeak) condemn you, and tell you, 
you are treaſuring up Wrath againſt the Day of 
Wrath; and heating the Furnace ſeven Times 
hitter ? In a Word, are you not acting contrary 
to great Light and Knowledge; and after re- 
ceiving great Mercies from the Lord? And 
what can you expect will be the Conſequence 
of ſuch a Conduct, or what can. aggravate your 
Condemnation more ?—O awake, awake! rouſe 
from your ſpiritual Lethargy, yourcarnal Security, 
before it be too late. With what prevailing Argu- 
ments, what perſuafive Language ſhall I addreſs 
you? What Motives ſhall I urge to excite in 
you a ſerious and folicitous Concern for the 
Safety and Welfare of your Soul. 
Are you aware, Sir, of the imminent DAx- 
GER you are in? Can you look up, without be- 
holding an incenſed God, armed with Omni- 
potence to deſtroy you? Can you look back- 
| - ward, 
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ward,” and not ſee a black Catalogue of Crimes; 
of Bleſſings abuſed, of Mercies lighted, and 
Talents unimproved? Can you, look down- 
ward, and not. diſcover the Pit opening its 
Mouth to receive you; or forward, and not be- 
hold Death, with all its horrid: Den of Con- 
ſequences, and an awful Eternity cloſing the 
dreadful Scene : And are you prepared to meet 
the worſt that may come ? Are you in that 
very State you would wiſh to appear before a 
juſt and holy God in? I fear not. Hear what 
the ſacred Oracles ſay to you in this Caſe : 
Liſten to the Declarations of the Lord God: And 
O that you may ſo hear as to be excited to eſcape 
the impending Storm. —fHe—whoſeloving Kind- 
neſs i is better than Life ; in whoſe auſpicious 
Smile the Happineſs. of Saints and Angels con- 
fiſts ; and from whoſe tremendous frown De- 
vils we damned. Spirits receive all their into- 
lerable Torments; even be declares, If any 


rennen 


to the Truth of the Goſpel, and in bis Judg- 
ment approyed of the Way of Salyation, which I 
have appointed ; if ſuch, a one—draw back, my 
Soul ſhall haue ne Pleaſure i in him. And in the fol- 
lowing Scriptures, is the dreadful State of Back- 
ſliders and Apoſtates more fully and more alarm- 
| ingly deſcribed :; Judge you how near your State 
borders upon it. / he that was once enlightened, 

has. taſted of the heavenly Gift, and was made a 
Partater of the Holy Ghaſt, has taſted the good 
Mord 0 God, and the Powers of the World to 
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tome, if be fall 7 away it it impoſſible ” renety 
him again to Repentance, ſeeing he crucifies the 
Son of Ged afreb, and puts him to an open 
Shame.— He that ' deſpiſed Moſes's Law died 
without Mercy, under two of three W ttneſſes : - 
Of how buch forer Punſſimeut, ſubpoſy yes ſhall 
he be thought worthy who bath. trodden under 
Foot the Son of God, and hath counted the. Blood 
of the Covenant, wherewith he ( profeſſed he) ne 


ſanctiſiad, an unboly thing, and hath, done De. 


ſpite unto the Spirit of Grace Again, if any 


Man ſin wilfully, after be has received the 
Knowledge of the Truth, there remainetb no more 


Sacrifice far Sins, but a certain fearf . looking- 
| for 0 Fudgment, and fer; Indi nation which 


Hall devour the Adverſaries.——Are not theſe 
Scriptures alarming, my Friend! Aud js it not @ 
fearful Thing, to fall i into the Handi of the living 
'Ged, who is. to all out of Chriſt a conſuming 
7 ? And what Security do you promiſe yours | 
ſelf in your preſent Circumſtances ? N ben Om- 

"njpotence whets his glittering Sword, and his 
Arm taketh bold on Vengeance; can you elude 
the Stroke! Can any of thoſe Idols you have ſet 
up in Oppoſition to the living God, and ſought 
"Happineſs in, deliver you in the Day of his 
are, Anger? Is he Almighty, or is he not? 


Af he de, Fi ' ſhall, how can von eſcape, if you 


neglef? ſo great Salvation, as is offered you, and 


2 not to im for Refuge, who. alone can. inflict 


or deliver” from the Wrath to come ? Have 
* made a League with Death, and are you 


B * ſure 
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FR the Day, the Hour of his coming is far off; 
ſo that you may go on in your Ways, and ſhall 
have Time to turn unto the Lord hereafter, a 
little before you die? Are not many as' young, 
as ſtrong and healthy as you cut down in a 
Moment? Are not ſudden Deaths very com- 
mon? And how do you know your Soul ſhall 
not be required of you this Night? Or if this 
ſhould not be the Caſe, can you ſecure your- 
felf from any of the deſolating Judgments the 
Lord ſends in the Earth? If he ſend War, 
Peſtilence, Plague, "Famine, or Earthquake, to 
ſcourge an incorrigible guilty Land, are you 
| Tafe? And all theſe Things are but the Begin- 
ning of Sorrow : For whatever Judgments he 
ſends upon incorrigible Sinners here; what- 
ever Deſolations are wrought in the Earth, are 
but the hiding, as it were, of his Power and 
Vengeance, compared to that Deluge of Wrath 
that ball be poured down hereafter, when he 
ſhall glorify his Juſtice in the Deſtruction of all 
.Unbelievers and Backſliders. And if you know not 
| how to eſcape temporal, much leſs will you be 
able to eſcape eternal Judgments, if you perſiſt in 
your Backſlidings till Death. When the griſl 
Tyrant ſhall be ſent with a Commiſſion to bring 
your Soul naked and defenceleſs before a juſt 
- and holy God ; how will you lift up. your Head 
before his incerifed Majeſty ? And "think, O 
think, my Friend, before it be too late, of that 
awful, that tremendous Day of Account that is 


_ - 
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| appevackings. when the Archangel ſhall ſound .. 

the laſt Trump, to ſummon all Mankind to ape 

pear before the Fudgment-Seat of Ghrift, to give 
an Account of the Deeds done in the Body : When 
the great white Throne ſhall deſcend, and the 
Judge of quick and dead, ſhall appear to be ad- 
mired in all his Saints, gloriouſly apparelled for 
their Coronation Day: When they ſhall 7if 
up their Heads with Jay, knowing. that their 
full Redemption draweth nigh ; O what tenfold 
Horror, Diſtraction, and Deſpair will then ſeize 
| upon the Soul of my. (once beloved) Friend | 
Whither then will you fly, when the Faces of 
all Chriſt's Enemies ſhall gather blackneſs | Will 
you call on the Rocks and Mountains to fall on you 
to hide you from the Face and Wrath of the Lamb 2 
They ſhall. all diſſolve and | flow down at 
bs Preſence... Will. you fly to the great Deep, 
and ſecure yourſelf therein? — The Sea Hall 
boil like 4 = and be commanded to give up 
its dead, Will you ſeek for Shelter in the in- 
- moſt Caverns of = Earth? - The Earth. and 
of 2 therein ſhall be burnt up.— Will you 
e yourſelf behind any of the heayenly Bodies? 

ey ſhall all fall from their Orbs : The hea- 
vent din, ſhall paſi away with a great noiſe, and all the 
elements ſhall melt with fervent: Heat, Or if in 
your Confuſion you ſhould - ſeek; for Refuge a- 
mongſt the Enemies of Chriſt, and fly down 
to Hell—Yea, there his Wrath would bury after. 
you, even to the loweſt Abyſs thereof; and 
anni t ee 16 Biffle 199 4 that 
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chat dreadful Sentence, Gs ye curſed, Ac. being 


paſſed; the Mouth would doſe upon you, and 


Eternity (which makes a Heaven of Heaven, 4 
Hell of Hell) would ſecurely guard it round; 
and from thence there is no Reprieve. How 
will this Conſideration then aggravate and 
give an Edge to every Torment ? Namely, 
that you had lived in a Land of Goſpel- Light, 
had enjoyed great Privileges, and Plenty of the 
Means of Grace, that Mercy being offered you, 
you ſeemed for a while to accept of it; and 
then through Love to the World, and rip 
ment to the Things of Time and Senſe ; 
turned Apoſtate, and proved all your Profefion 
to be but ſplendid Hypocriſy. And Oh ! how . 
can I bear the Thoughts of an eternal Separa- 
tion from the Friend I love ! neyer, neyer more 
to behold him But ſtop,” my Pen, nor 
dwell my Thoughts upon the ſhocking ol 
However, I might then acquieſce' in the righ- 
teous Judgment of God, the Thought at pre- 
ſent overwhelms me 
Excuſe my Earneſtneſs, my dear Friend ; 
and impute it to its right Cauſe, namely, Love 
to your Soul, Unwilling to ſee you continue 
in your preſent State, and apprehenſive of your 
Danger; I could not act fo unfaithful a Part, as 
not to admoniſn you thereof, and apprize you of 
the Miſery that awaits you in another World, 
if you die in this State, that ſo you might * 
excited to uſe the Means of eſcaping i it. | 
And are you not alarmed at theſe Things ? 
Will 
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Will nothing move you; no Motives prevail 
with you co turn you back? Will not Love to 
your own Soul excite you to return ; or, what I 
am perſuaded was once almoſt as dear, Love to 
your Friend, (who is thus importunate with you) 
and Regard to his Peace of Mind? Has Love to 
your Country no Weight with you ; but will 
you ſtill add to the ponderous Load of Guilt 
that is calling aloud for Vengeance? Nor Love 
to the Church of God, who are already in 
Danger of loſing their Privileges, for their Un- 
fruitfulneſs and Non-Improvement of them: 
and will you, by perſiſting in your Backſlidings 
do all in your Power to provoke the Lord t@ 
rethove his Candleſtick entirely from amongſt us? 
Will none of theſe Conſiderations prompt you 
to return? Turn then your Eyes to Mount 
Calvary; look at the Croſs of Chriſt ; ſee, 
if ever Sorrow was like unto his Sorrow, or Love 
like unto that Love, which led him to ſuffer 
the painful, lingering, agonizing, accurſed Death 
of the Croſs, with all the horrid, aggravating Cir. 
cumſtances that attended it! And for whom did 
he ſuffer this? Why, for Sinners, for ſuch vile, 
rebellious Sinners as we are: Even for the foul- 
eſt of the Foul he dies who, notwithſtanding 
my Friend's foul Revolt, grievous Backſliding, and 
ungrateful Rebellion, ſtill, ſtill invites you to 
come unto him, and to partake of his promiſed 
Reft, O amazing Mercy ! unparallelled Love ! 
| Kill tands oor wen receive the wander 
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ing Prodigal upon his. Return] Here is ORD 
Atronger than Death I If. Terrors cannat alarm, 
nor a Deſire of Safety and Happineſs excite you 
to return; has Love like this na Charms to 
conſtrain you to him? , Can / you;, withſtand 
the Force of ſuch almighty, ſuch enen. 
| boundleſs Love — d "x 
Does not my Friend begin already. to relent ? 
Is not his Heart ſoftened with the View of this 
Love; and melted down into Contrition, for 
' his, having ſa abuſed it, and flighted the Author 
of it? Or, beginning to awake from his Le- 
thargy, does he ſtand amazed and, ſpeechleſs? 
Or, excluding. the Dawn of Hope that would 
gleam upon his Saul, does he cry out in the 
Language of Unbelief.— Who is this that 
& would delude me thus, by perſuading. me 
40 there is Mercy yet for me Tis no De- 
lufion, - no Falihood. but the Voice of trium- 
phant Love!” Tis I, your Friend, authorized by 
the Wotd of God, that dare aſſert there is Mer : 
cy. yet for you 3; if you find it in your Heart to 
return unto the Lord. Would to God you were 
half as rgady to receive it as he is to beſtow it 
upon all that truſt in him. 
| Remember, my Friend, the Day of Grace, 
1 Mill laſts; and vou are yet within the Reach 
= of Mercy. If, therefore any thing I have men- 
| tioned has made you. in the. leaſt ſenſible of the. 
4 dangerpus State you, are in, and hay, been the 
Mleans of, Fs in you the leaſt, Deſire to 
| return 5 ither can vou turn your Eyes, 
| | your 


(4) 

your Ears, your Thoughts, but every Thing 
repeats the Word, Return?) keep not at a 
Diſtance through any Pretence of your Un- 
worthineſs, ariſing from the Number or Great- 
neſs of *your Crimes, preſumptuous and aggra- 

vated as they are : Duly ſenſible of, and deeply 
humbled for them I would have you to be; but 
not to deſpair nor to delay to go to the Fountain 
that is opened for Sin and for Uneleanneſs. Try 
the Virtue of that Blood, it cleanſeth from all 
Sins e it makes Crimſon, Scarlet Sint as white 
as Snow or as Wool. And doubt not the Wil- 
lingneſs of him that ſhed it to apply it; he is 
always offeringin his Word, therein tendering b bis 
Grace and Love to poor Sinners: Yea, he 
% waits to'be gracious  Beho'd, ſays he, I Hand 
t the Door and nock (he knocks at Sinners 
«© Hearts by his Providences, Migifſters, Word, 

„ and Spirit) and if any Man hear my Viice, 
| * he adds, and open the Door, I will cume in 
4% 40 him, and ſup with him, and be with me.” 

He not difcouraged then from returning by 
the Remembrance of your Unfaithfulneſs to him, 
even after the moſt ſolemn Engagements and 
Dedication of yourſelf to him; for he keepeth 

Covenant and Mercy for ever: He is a God 
that changeth not, and therefore it is we are nit 
conſumed. He "is the ſame Yeſterday, to Day, 
and for ever. The Covenant which he has made 
Hall never” be forgotten by him; it is ordered in 
all Things, and ſure. When his proſeſfing 
People backſlide and wander from him; hear 
e how 
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how he condeſcends to expoſtulate with them, 
and to invite them to return. Turn ye, turn ye, 
from your evil Mays; for why will, ye die, O 
' Houſe of Iirael ? If they bave continued for a 
long Time in their evil Ways, yet he calls 

unto them ſtill to return, with Promiſes of 
| Mercy. Though thou haſt made me to ſerve 
with | thy, Sins, and haft wearied me with thine 
Tnigui ties ; though thou haſt played the Harlot with 
many Lovers; yet. return again to me, ſaith the 
Lord. I, even I am he that blotteth out thy Tranſ- 
greſfions for my own. Names Sake, and will not 
remember thy Sins ; Only achnowledge thine Ini- 
guity, that thou haſt tranſgreſſed againſt the Lord 
thy God, and haſt not obeyed bis Voice; and 
I Quill not cauſe mine Anger to fall upon you: 
For I am merciful, ſaith the Lord ; and will 
not keep Anger for ever. And when his People 
are bent to backſliding from him, and ſeem 
almoſt to have wearied his Patience and Long- 
ſuffering out; hear his Reluctance till to give 
them up to the Deſtruction they deſerve, and 

his gracious Determination not to deſtroy them : 
Thus he utters his ſoft, his tender, pathetic 
Compaſſions over them.———How ball I give 
(thee up Ephraim ? How ſhall I deliver thee If- 
rael? How ſhall I make thee as Admah ? How 
| ſhall I ſet thee as Zeboim? Mine Heart is turn- 
ad within me, my. Repentings are kindled toge- 
ther ; I will not execute the Fiorceneſi of mins 
Anger; I will not return to deſtroy thee : for J 
am God and not Man Therefore if thau wilt 


return, 
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return, 
44% | eat thy  Backfliding, I will i thee 
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return unto me, ſaith the Lord. © 


E 


3 to ww my F riend eule we go, * 
Iniquities prevail againſt us, and Guilt lies heavy 
upon the Conſcience ? Where can we go for De- 
liverance ; but unto this God, who is /o rich in 


Mercy to all that call upon him; who thus con- 


deſcends to expoſtulate with us; who calls, 
who invites, who preſſes us to come unto. him 


that we may be happy, and be ſaved with ax 


everlaſting Salvation: Even to Feſus Chriſt the 
Son of the Living God; who alone hath” the 
Wards of eternal Lift; and whoſe Blood alone 


' cleanſeth from all Sin. One Word from him, 


applied by his Spirit, is ſufficient to remove the 
ponderous Load of Guilt, to diſpel all the 


Clouds of Darkneſs that invelope a Soul, and 


to diffuſe throughout it Life, and Peace, and 
Joy. And do you not long to hear his gracious 


Voice ſpeaking Peace to you? Stand not out 


then againſt his Invitations; nor entertain 
diſparaging Thoughts either of his Ability or 
Willingneſs to ſave. He is Almighty, and can 


do all Things. Can he who ſpake the World 
into being, and who ſtill upholds it by the Ward 
of bis. Power ; can he want Strength or Ability 


to effect any Thing he undertakes ? And 
what induced him to undertake the Salvation of 
Sinners ? Was it any Thing but Love? Did 


be not find the firſt moving Cauſe in himſelF? 
Was it not Love induced him to bow the Hes. 
$6. | Vens 


zn Ge through him; And think 
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Vent aud cam; abeum, and to perſorm the arduous 


Taſk ? And baving finiſhed it upon the Croſs, 
Law and Juſtice being ſatisfied, gave him à Re- 
leaſe ;, and he roſe à glorious Conqueror from 
the Grave, and aſcended triumphantlÿ up to 


Glory, leading Cuptivity Captive 3 and havi 


. Power in Heaum and Earth ' committed un 
Bion be is able ta fave 10 the utter 


is pow ſbortenad that it cannot ſave, ur that he 
bas forgotten 10 be grurians ? O, no, hei is ſtill 
a8 able 0 fave as ever he was; and gracious, 
merciful, long»ſuffering, are ſome of the Cha- 
racters by which he has revealed himſelf to us: 
Vea, with bim there is Mercy and plenteous Re- 
_ demption, - A Fulugſi is treaſured up in him z ſo 


that Whatever our Wants are, there is a Suſſi- 


VD. Throns of Grace 


ciency in him to ſupply: 


in free; to which we arg exhorted o come bolalx, 


in Confidence. of being heard; having there 3 
great High Priefl, wha ever liveth io make Ia- 
; pre jar poor Sinners: He pleads his Blood 
before his Father's Throne; and what be aſks 
for any. poor Soul, the Father cannot deny it him. 


He it a compaſſtonate: High: Prigſt too, is touched 
ith the Feeling of our Infirmitics, and commiſa- 


rates the Ignorant and them that ere out of the 
Hay. Look then, my Friend, to this exalted 
Redeemer, who has recovering and reſtoring 
Grace to beſtow ; which is uſually diſpenſed in 


Way of Chaſtifement, by his ſending ſome 
A Viſitation, to rouſe the ſecure and care- 


leſs 


's 


moſt'allthat come 
you hir Arm 
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leſs Backſlider to a Senſe of his Ways, and the 
dangerous State he is in: But he — 
to deal ſo graciouſly with you, as to call you 
back by a Series of Favours and Bleflings.” O 
let a Senſe of his Goodneſt then lead you to Re- 
pentance, and let Gratitude excite you to praiſe |. 
him for his Patience, ing, and For- 
bearance exerciſed towards you; in that he has 
not permitted Satan to fift you like Wheat: 
May you hear his „ gentle, 23 
Voice, and obey it; you provoke him 
to ſpeak to you in Tr ys now, while 
he — with the Cords of a Man, with 
the Bands of Love, may you readily” and gladly- 
run after bim. 

Though J have far exceeded the Bounds of a 
Letter, and what I at firſt intended to write 
yet bear with me a little longer, while I juſt. 
put you in Remembrance of ſome few Things (for 
you once knew them) which may be of Uſe to 

And, fift, I would remind you that 
the whole Work of Salvation is Jeſus Chrift's';z 
that his Power alone can effect it in any Soul 3 
that you can do nothing of yourſelf, Is your. 
Heart harder than the nether Millflone ? He can 
foften it, though harder than the Adamant. He 
turns the hard Rock into a flanding Water, and 
the Flint Stone into a ſpringing Well : He will, 
if you come to him, give you an Heart of Fliſh; 
made ' ſuſceptible of every ſanctifying Impreſſion 
of 1 Sep eee He will fubdue thoſe rebel- 
| . lious 
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1 Luſts wat bave led you away Captive 
from him 3, and will put bis Fear within you, 
| that you may n more depart from him e He will 
teach you and inſtruct you in the Way you ſhould 
ge, and guide you with his. Eye : He will make 
his Ways pleaſant to you; cauſe you to run in 
them and not be qveary, to wall therein without 
| being | faint.,, Let for all theſe Things will he be 
_ enguirgd of tu do them for you. Therefore let me, 
In the ſecond Place, remind you of the Ne- 
ceflity of a diligent Attendance. on all the Ordi- 
nances of God's Houſe. Wait on him for 
Grace in the Means of his own Appointment, 
BE blick and private. Embrace the gol- 
en Keabons — * they laſt: Catch the fa- 
vourable Opportunities: For he never faid to 


the — of Jacob, Seek ye me in vain,” 
Plead with him, earneſtly plead with him at the 
Throne of Grace: Wreſtle with him in Prayer 
for the Bleſſings you are ſenſible you want + Fill 
your Mouth with Arguments; put him in Mind 
of bis tender Mercies and his Covenant,' urge his 
Truth and Faithfulneſs to his Word and Promi- 
ſes : Pray particularly to be delivered from a 
worldly-minded Spirit, which is the very Bane 
of the wo and Power 107 an in the 
len. 

1 8 tharoſons l wou i in : the. nag 
Sw how uſefu] and neceſſary a cloſe Exami- 
| pation into, and a Rrict Watchfulneſs over your 
own Heart is; Abat, uppn a Diſcovery of its 
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Corruptions you may be enabled to live by F aith 
upon the Righteouſneſs of. Chriſt for Pardon, 
and upon” the Strength of Chriſt for continual 
Victory over them, ſo ſhall no Root of Bitterneſs 
frive up and trouble you. Sin is of ſuch a fruit- 
ful, increaſing Nature, that unlels its firſt Stic= 
rings and Appearance be checked, it will ſoon 
grow to à great Height. The Cloud that ap- 
pears at firſt but as a Man's Hand, may ſoon 
overſpread and darken the whole Heavens; And 
a River that has its Beginhing . from a ſmall 
Fountain, may fo increaſe as to overflow. * 
Leak; ; therefore watch and pray. | 

And laſtly, f would adviſe you to has: of God 
to make you, and to keep vou low in your 
own Eyes, and to maintain in you a humbling 
Senſe of your own Vileneſs and Unyorthineſs ; 
That, being always diſident of your own 
Strength, you may be frong in the Lord, and 
from henceforth walk ſafely. Prize the Righ- 
teouſneſs of Chriſt as your only ſure Ground 
of Hope, and Foundation of future Happineſs. 


Eſteem his Interceſſion and Merits as what muſt 


perfume all your imperfect Services, and render 


them acceptable to the Father. Grieve not the 


Ho Spirit; but ſeek freſh Sealings from him 
every Day. Thus may you become (notwith- 


ſtanding you have ſo greatly fallen and highly 
diſhonoured God) 4 ſhining Light in your Day 
and Generation. And it is my earneft Prayer, 
that God may deeply impreſs at all Times the 
Weight and Importance of the Things I have 
3 | men; 
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are written in Heaven ; is, and ſhall be the 
conſtant and fervent Prayer of, 


FPS - - 
mentioned upon my own Mind as well as yours, 
my Friend ; and that he will enable me to put 
in Practice the Advice I have given you: Then 
ſhall we grow in Grace, and in the Knowledge 6 
our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chrift, ſhall walk 
in the Light of. his Countenance, and glorify his 
Name upon Earth ; and thereby be trained up 
and made meet for the glorious Manſions of 
eternal Bliſs above: Where all who enter ſhall 
be made Pillars to go out no more; will there do 
the Will of God perfectly; and drink of thoſe 
Pleaſures which are at his Right-Hand * ever- 
more. 

To which bleſſed Place that our gracious 
redeeming God may bring us both, with all 
our Acquaintances and Friends, to join the ge- 


neral Aſſembly of the Fir/l-born, whoſe Names 


Dear Sir, 8 00 39 


Your very affeCtionate Friend, 


and Wellwiſher, &c. c. 
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